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The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) has three main functions: natural resource management, environmental quality protection and the promotion of public health, safety and recreation.

DEC protects, improves and conserves the State's land, water, air, fish, wildlife and other resources to enhance the health, safety and welfare of the people and their overall economic and social well-being.

During the last quarter century, New Yorkers have witnessed a remarkable recovery of their air, land and water; the renewal of fish, wildlife and forests; the growth of safe waste management and the expansion of public recreation.

DEC's employees, working from nine regional offices and the central office in Albany, are committed to protecting the environment and natural resources, promoting public safety and providing the best service to all DEC customers.

Department Programs

DEC plays a key role in enhancing the quality of life and economic well-being of New Yorkers. The department manages natural resources and protects environmental quality to improve public health and increase the economic benefits that flow from new technologies and environmentally sound development. DEC public services make New York State an attractive place for business, tourism and recreation.

Natural Resources and Water Quality Programs

DEC manages the state's natural resources to provide healthy, abundant populations of fish and wildlife, clean lakes and rivers, thriving forests and safe, productive mines and wells.
Fish and Wildlife    (518) 402-8924    Address and E-mail Information
Marine Resources   (631) 444-0430   Address and E-mail Information
Activities: protects and manages fish, wildlife and marine species; provides for public use and enjoyment of natural resources; stocks freshwater fish and pheasants; licenses fishing, hunting and trapping; informs citizens about fish and wildlife issues; licenses outdoor guides; provides hunter safety courses; protects and restores habitats; and provides public boat launches and fishing, hunting and trapping access.

Benefits to the public: thriving ecosystems; healthy and diverse species and habitats; public access to outdoor activities; protection and restoration of game and non-game species; public participation in decisions about deer populations; consumer protection from contaminated shellfish; improved hunter safety; and productive and self-sustaining sport and commercial fisheries. 

Lands and Forests   (518) 402-9405   Address and E-mail Information
Activities: acquires and maintains land for public use; manages state forests as well as the Adirondack and Catskill forest preserves; promotes use of public and private forest resources; and educates people about forests.

Benefits to the public: recreational opportunities; public safety; responsible forest maintenance and use; and forest management help for communities, wood-using industries and landowners.

Mineral Resources   (518) 402-8076   Address and E-mail Information
Activities: regulates and monitors the drilling and production of oil, natural gas and solution salt; the underground storage of natural gas and liquefied petroleum gas; and the extraction of rocks and minerals, including reclamation of affected land.

Benefits to the public: information about mineral resources; return of mined lands to productive use; plugging of abandoned oil and gas wells; and environmentally sound and economical development of minerals.

Water   (518) 402-8233   Address and E-mail Information
Activities: protects water quality in lakes, rivers, aquifers and coastal areas by regulating wastewater discharges, monitoring waterbodies and controlling surface runoff; provides technical assistance and education; manages freshwater resources; and helps prevent flood damage and beach erosion.

Benefits to the public: clean water; public participation in water management; water conservation planning; coastal resources protection; drought monitoring and management; safe dams; and flood control.

Air and Waste Management Programs

DEC protects land, air and water through pollution control and prevention, waste reduction, and clean up of hazardous spills and sites.
Air Resources   (518) 402-8452   Address and E-mail Information
Activities: regulates, permits and monitors sources of air pollution; forecasts ozone and stagnation events; educates the public about reducing air pollution; and researches atmospheric dynamics, pollution and emission sources.

Benefits to the public: clean air; new data on pollution; and warnings on changes in air quality that may harm health.

Environmental Remediation   (518) 402-9706   Address and E-mail Information
Activities: manages the Inactive Hazardous Waste Disposal Site Remediation Program and the Construction Grants Program for wastewater treatment facilities; manages and promotes the Environmental Restoration (Brownfields) Program, the Voluntary Cleanup Program, and the Spill Prevention and Response Program; and regulates petroleum and chemical bulk storage facilities, underground storage tanks and major oil storage facilities.

Benefits to the public: protection of public health and the environment; containment or removal of hazardous wastes; public participation in the site cleanup process; return of sites to productive use; efficient use of cleanup dollars; fast response to and cleanup of spills; and environmentally sound petroleum and chemical storage.

Solid and Hazardous Materials   (518) 402-8651   Address and E-mail Information
Activities: Carries out regulatory programs; encourages waste reduction, reuse and recycling for solid and hazardous waste facilities and generators of hazardous waste; promotes sound management, including waste reduction, reuse and recycling; provides technical and compliance assistance for waste disposal and generation; controls disposal of radioactive materials and application of pesticides; and provides cancer researchers with a data base on pesticide application and sales.

Benefits to the public: control of hazardous waste, from generation to disposal; savings for regulated facilities; responsible commercial pesticide applications; environmentally sound solid waste management facilities; and low-level radioactive waste management.

Administration Programs

Administrative units run recreational facilities; educate the public about environmental issues; administer regulations; offer opportunities for public comment; and help protect people enjoying the outdoors.
Environmental Permits   (518) 402-9182   Address and E-mail Information
Activities: coordinates permit reviews and issues permits; assesses the environmental impacts of proposed projects; works toward regulatory efficiency; provides technical assistance; and educates the public on ways to prevent pollution.
Benefits to the public: "one-stop shopping" for all permits required for a project; better public understanding of regulations that are written in plain language; and compliance assistance and outreach programs for regulated industries.

Public Affairs and Education   (518) 402-8049   Address and E-mail Information
Activities: communicates with the public; promotes citizen participation; trains teachers; informs students; operates environmental education centers and summer environmental camps; publishes the popular New York State Conservationist magazine; and edits and formats publications and web pages.

Benefits to the public: informed and supportive public; partnerships for environmental improvement; and increased environmental awareness.

Operations   (518) 402-9055   Address and E-mail Information
Activities: designs, builds and maintains DEC public use and office facilities and infrastructure; manages and maintains DEC's equipment and vehicle fleet; and operates DEC campgrounds, special day-use facilities and Belleayre Mountain Ski Center.

Benefits to the public: clean, well-maintained buildings and infrastructure; and outdoor recreational opportunities at campgrounds and Belleayre Mountain Ski Center.

Recreation    (518) 457-2500   Address and E-mail Information
Public Protection Programs

Enforces laws that protect the environment; helps citizens use the outdoors; and preserves the forested lands of the state through fire prevention and suppression in wildlands.
Environmental Conservation Officers   (518) 402-8829
Environmental Conservation Officers (ECOs) protect natural resources and the people of New York State through enforcement of environmental laws, investigation of violations, and education and public outreach.

Forest Rangers   (518) 402-8839
Forest Rangers respond to forest fires; promote the safe use of the outdoors; license outdoor guides; conduct search and rescue missions; and exercise care, control and custody of state lands.

Hearings and Mediation Services

The Office of Hearings and Mediation Services provides Administrative Law Judges to hold hearings on issues affecting the environment; provides a public record of testimony; and provides dispute resolution services.
(518) 402-9003
General Counsel

Provides legal services to DEC.
Legal Affairs   (518) 402-9184
Provides attorney-client services to DEC programs, including developing and reviewing legislation and regulations, providing advice and interpretations, and serving as liaison with the Department of Law in the defense and prosecution of claims and lawsuits.

Environmental Enforcement   (518) 402-9509
Oversees DEC's noncriminal enforcement of laws pertaining to environmental protection, including cleanup of environmental sites, and provides environmental sampling/data collection and analysis.

DEC Regional Offices

DEC programs are delivered through nine regional offices and their suboffices. Each region serves the needs of communities within its boundaries. The regional office that serves your county is your first point of contact for obtaining and renewing DEC permits; reporting environmental or natural resource problems; finding the best places to hunt, fish and enjoy the outdoors; or reaching any DEC program for any other reason.

Important 800 Numbers to Call

· Belleayre Mountain Ski Area 1-800-942-6904 

· Camping Reservations 1-800-456-CAMP  [ 1-800-456-2267 ]   TTY: 1-800-304-1265
or visit the Reserve America web site. 



· NYS Well Driller Program 1-877-472-2619 

· Sportsman Education 1-888- HuntEd2  [ 1-888-486-8332 ]
Class and certificate information, 24-hour voice mail 

· The New York State Conservationist magazine 1-800-678-6399
Subscriptions only 8:30 A.M.-5 P.M. 

· Hazardous Waste Generators, Small Quantity Generators,
and Household Hazardous Wastes 1-800-462-6553
8:30 A.M. - 4:45 P.M. and an after-hours answering machine 

· Hazardous Waste Generation and Management Annual Reporting
(Large Quantity Generators, and TSD Facilities) 1-800-452-1925
8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. and an after-hours answering machine 

· Inspector General Hotline 1-800-367-4448
24-hour voice mail 

· Ozone Information Hotline 1-800-535-1345
From mid-May to mid-September, twenty-four-hour service 

· Poachers and Polluters 1-800-TIPP-DEC 

· Radon Testing 1-800-458-1158, ext. 27556
8:30 A.M.- 4:45 P.M. 

· Regulatory Fee Program 1-800-225-2566
9:00 A.M. - 12:00 Noon and 1:30 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.
For dispute forms only 1-800-544-5252, twenty-four-hour answering machine 

· Spills Hotline 1-800-457-7362
or (518) 457-7362, twenty-four-hour service 
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